Decision-tree analysis of treatment alternatives for left displaced abomasum.
This study evaluates treatment alternatives for left displaced abomasum (LDA) in dairy cattle. The technique of decision-tree analysis was used to evaluate 3 treatment possibilities. A computerized spreadsheet decision tree was used for the evaluation. Results of this investigation suggested that surgical treatment had the highest expected monetary value. Closed surgical techniques had expected monetary values close to the surgical techniques. Rolling the cow had the lowest expected monetary value, but the expected monetary value for rolling was higher than the expected monetary value for selling. If an LDA recurs after treatment, surgical and closed surgical treatments are preferred over rolling. From this study, we can conclude that surgical and closed surgical treatment alternatives are preferred if expected monetary values are considered. Rolling is preferred over selling the cow. However, if an LDA recurs, selling the cow is preferred over rolling.